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The Mission of the Faith 

United Methodist 

Church, Woodbury 

Following Jesus’ Great 

Commission in Matthew 28, 

using the guidance of the 

Bible and the power of 

prayer, our mission is:   

“To make disciples of  

Jesus Christ for the  

transformation  

of the world.” 

 

We do so through  

Faith’s Vision… 

“Faith Church will be  

a disciple-making church  

by offering ways for  

people to come to faith  

in Christ,  

to grow in their faith  

in Christ, and  

share their faith  

in Christ.” 

 

Faith Happenings 
09/02    Labor Day 

09/11     Faith Board Meeting             7pm 

09/12    Page Turners              7pm 

09/18    Ministry Leadership Mtg.             6pm 

09/29    “Kidz Time” trip to Weakland Farms 

10/16    Ministry Leadership Mtg.  6pm 

10/18    Blood Drive       12:30pm 

10/20    “Faith Matters” Deadline 

 

Every Tuesday—Prayer Circle     10:30am 

Happy  

  10/07  Sadie Eshelman 

  10/08  Sabrina Will 

  10/10   Calvin Danilson 

  10/10   Angela St. Clair 

  10/13   John Free 

  10/15   Bonnie Logue 

  10/19   Jeff Mellott 

  10/21   Kaven Gahagan 

  10/25   Martha Stone 

  10/27   Steve Lytle 

  10/31   Jean Lytle 

 Anniversary 

Open The 

Door 

To Your 

Heart 

Do these murals look  

familiar to you? 

They are in your presence 

every Sunday in worship 

at Faith Church. But, do 

you know the history of 

them?  

Where did they come 

from, who painted them 

and why? 

Read the story on page 4  

of “Faith Matters” to find  

the answers! 

Pastor Mick Dawes 

mdawes@susumc.org 

133 Main Street 

PO Box 65 

Woodbury PA 16695 

814-766-3742 

Church Office 
faithumcwoodbury@centurylink.net 

Office Hours: 
Monday—Friday 
9:00am—Noon 

Worship Services 
*Worship—9:00 AM 

Fellowship—10-10:15 AM 
*Sunday School—10:15 AM 

*Nursery available 

 

9/10  Kaleb Gahagan 

9/10  Anita Ritchey 

9/12  Gary Nastase 

9/14  Barbra Keith 

9/15  Joanne Mock 

9/16  Ben Frederick 

9/16  Leone Zimmerman 

9/17  Becky Hazenstab 

9/21  Mike Bowser 

9/25  Nicole Barnett 

9/27  Carl Bloom 

   

 

 

  9/30   Doug & Jennifer Danilson 

10/05   Gene & Sandy Davis 

10/10   Michael & Yvonne Bowser 

10/22   Philip & Bonnie Logue 
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A Thought from the Pastor. . . 

Pastor Mick 

 In an effort to gain interest and popularity in the sport, Major League Baseball has for the 

last few years played games in cities other than their major league teams’ cities. They’ve played 

games in London and Mexico City, at the NCAA’s College World Series site in Omaha, Nebraska, 

and most recently in my home city of Williamsport during the Little League World Series. Next 

year, the Yankees and White Sox will play the “Field of Dreams” game. They will build a tempo-

rary 8,000 seat ballpark in the cornfields of Dyersville, Iowa, where the movie “Field of Dreams” 

was filmed. 

 You remember the famous line from that movie, don’t you? “If you build it, they will 

come.” Ray cuts down part of his cornfield and builds a baseball field. Then ghosts of baseball 

players come out of the corn and play ball. That line, “If you build it, they will come,” has been a 

statement of faith that has launched many church building projects since the movie came out in 

1989. People would be attracted to a modern church building and they would come. They 

would be attracted to a worship space that would have comfortable seating and a stage area 

with stage lighting and a sound system for a praise band that played the music they liked and 

they would come. People would be attracted to church and they would come. And they did. 

Unfortunately, this isn’t 1989. 

 From my readings on today’s culture and church trends, people are no longer attracted 

to church. They have so many other attractions that church isn’t one of them. Even church 

members feel that they attend church regularly if they come one or two Sunday’s a month. 

Churches that try to attract people with church programs and marketing strategies have plat-

eaued or are declining. “Attractional Churches” are no longer attracting people. 

 From my readings on church trends and observations, I’m seeing that “Invitational 

Churches” are growing. People are coming to churches when they are invited to church. Espe-

cially when they are invited by someone they know. Think about, how did you come to church? 

Did someone invite you, bring you, or did you just walk in off the street? 

 I think Faith Church is a very welcoming and accepting church. I think Faith Church has a 

lot of good things going on. I think God’s grace and Christ’s love is poured out at Faith Church. 

And I think we need to be inviting people to Faith Church so they can have faith in Christ. 

Just a thought, 

~ Pastor Mick 

 The story of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:30-37) gives a clear picture of God’s desire for us to 

help those in desperate need wherever we find them. After describing how the Samaritan rescued a 

hurting man whom others had passed by, Jesus told His hearers, “Go and do likewise.” For over 40 

years, Samaritan’s Purse has done our utmost to follow Christ’s command by going to the aid of the 

world’s poor, sick, and suffering. We are an effective means of reaching hurting people in countries 

around the world with food, medicine, and other assistance in the Name of Jesus Christ. This, in turn, 

earns us a hearing for the Gospel, the Good News of eternal life through Jesus Christ. 

 As our teams work in crisis areas of the world, people often ask, “Why did you come?” The  

answer is always the same: “We have come to help you in the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ.” Our 

ministry is all about Jesus—first, last, and always. As the Apostle Paul said, “For we do not preach our-

selves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake” (2 Corinthians 4:5, NIV). 

Praise God for More Than 10.6 Million Shoeboxes in 2018! 

“Millions of children are coming to the Lord Jesus Christ through Operation Christmas Child and The 

Greatest Journey. These young disciples are sharing their faith, and the Gospel is transforming fami-

lies and communities around the world.” 

 

                  —Franklin Graham  

                              President, Samaritan’s Purse 

The Amazing 

Journey of a  

Simple  

Shoebox Gift 

Begins with 

You! 
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     Hana and her special needs son, Isaac, are running from a painful past, and she’s 

looking to the future with not much hope.  And then she meets Pastor Matthew 

Schofield.  Matt is pastor of a small Oklahoma congregation.  He is very predictable.  

When he meets Hana and Isaac, who are anything but predictable, his world is forever 

changed.  As Matt forms a bond with Isaac, Hana is challenged to view God  

in a whole new light. 

“Loving Isaac” 

by Heather Kaufman 

Thursday, September 12, 2019 —7:00 PM 

     Page Turners meet in the Alpha/Omega Room.  Participants are responsible for obtaining 

their book copy.  Donna Dries will have copies available.   

Please see Donna (766-2378) for more information. 

 After a summer break, the Men’s Group will start meeting again on Monday, September 16th, 

at 7:00 PM.  We invite any man who has professed Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior of his life or who 

are interested in finding out more about following Christ to join us in fellowship. This group is open 

to all men (from Faith and the community).  Invite a 

friend or someone you know that might benefit 

from bible studies and fellowship.   

 The Men’s Group have attended ballgames, 

have done construction work for those in need, they 

do an annual pancake & sausage supper.  They 

meet every Monday at Faith Church for bible study,  

fellowship, food and fun.   

Any questions, see Neil Hinish or contact him  

at 937-5347. 

There is a sign-up sheet for you to give your 
name and number of people attending.  

Questions may be addressed to  
Bonnie Musselman. 

This is a great family activity!!! 

Join the FUN! 

Check out their website for more information. 
Weakland Farms 

582 Munster Road 
Portage PA 15946 

weaklandfarms.com 

CORN MAZE 

BARDYARD ANIMALS 

WAGON RODES 

PUMPKIN 

PATCH 

INDOOR PLAY AREA 
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“Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: If anyone hear my voice and opens the door, 

(then) I will enter his house and dine with him, and he with me.” 

Revelation 3:20 

 

      As John Keith so recently conveyed in a conversation, that when he was a youth, he will  

always remember the Sunday morning sermon decades ago by the Reverend Skillington while  

referring to the painting at the altar—that we need to let Jesus into our hearts and lives, because 

He is there to help us in our trials and battles that we all have to face on personal level.  “The Lord 

never forces himself on us, but is always waiting at the door for us to invite him into our lives.”   

Reverend Skillington would go on with the sermon, preaching on the painting and its meaning(s).  

      This painting is of a style called Realism, as the artist perceives his subject really is or should 

be.  According to experts this exceptional painting is copied by more artists and the print/

illustration industry then any other depiction of Christ.  A lot of these paintings were copied during 

the post Victorian period and the era between World War I and World War II. 

      Mrs. Harry Snavely, a long time Faith member and dedicated Sunday school teacher, grew 

up during the periods of history mentioned.  It was a time period when Faith Methodist children 

were given message cards with Bible verses and a picture of Jesus knocking at the door.  This  

illustration inspired Mrs. Snavely to take donated money to the church to have this painting done 

in memory of another Sunday school teacher with an  

inscribed name at the bottom of the painting. 

  

 As to the artist, a Mr. Obendur was commissioned by the church, with the impetus being 

Mrs. Snavely.  Mr. Obenour was a professional artist who worked in the Hollywood movie industry 

painting back drops and special sets during the 1920’s, 1930’s and early 1940’s.  He lived with his 

family in a home located in a semi-remote area—the middle of the Woodbury Barrens.  He later 

moved to Altoona, PA.   

 As time went on, Obendur was hired to paint Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane for the 

Woodbury Lutheran Church, in the memory of a devoted church parishioner by the name of  

Mrs. Bolger.   

  

     We live in a fortunate community because several other churches have Mr. Obendur’s paintings 

gracing their altars.  These paintings have benefitted and inspired people to follow Christ and His 

teachings.  Remember, a picture is worth a thousand words—and art speaks to our emotional  

sensibilities.  Just ask John Keith. 

             by Philip Logue 

Open the Door to Your Heart 
DEATH LEAVES A HEARTACHE 

NO ONE CAN HEAL, 

LOVE LEAVES 

A MEMORY 

no one can 

steal. 

May God be your  

comfort in sorrow and  

your hope & strength  

in the coming days.  

Our deepest sympathy to 

the Lori Aungst Family. 

Make Sure You Say “I Love You” Every Chance You Get 

     In this day and age, a lot of things happen. These things never cross our minds until it happens to 
us.  Lately, with all the hate and violence in the country and world, it might have you thinking about 
life, especially the people in it.  Our time on this Earth may seem excessive or lengthy, but it really  
isn't. It's the hard truth, and it can be scary to think about at times. 
     Not only should you live your best life like it was your last day, you should also hold your loved 
ones a little closer to you. You never know what is going to happen tomorrow... maybe even today. 
That's the thing about life; it takes you by surprise. Your last moment could be now. 
     We need to live life to the fullest but being with your loved ones makes it more special than it  
really is. When you're surrounded by God and the people who love you, nothing else really matters. 
     Therefore, you should never take your loved ones for granted. Drop the grudges.  Time may seem 
to drag, but it's going faster than you think. People tend to take many things for granted. After all, 
we're human. But we also tend to forget how important everything is. 
     We must cherish the possessions we do have and love the ones who are near and dear to us. 
There are others less fortunate. 
     Life throws curveballs. Some are misfired, and some hit us right in the face unexpectedly; a cancer 
diagnosis, a tragic accident, a hospital trip, death of a loved one. All these things can mean the 
world to someone, but the people with it mean more. Your parents, your grandparents, your rela-
tives, your siblings, your significant other, your friends. They are all important to you. They could be 
gone tomorrow. 
     It's frightening to think about, which is why that should motivate you to appreciate them. Respect 
others. Love those who are less fortunate. Laugh with your friends. Make sure you say "I love you" 
every chance you get. Tomorrow is not promised.  
     Life is not meant to be a simple ride. We go through troubles, but the thing is, we are never alone 
in those battles. We have people there alongside us. 
     We need to come to the realization that our time spent on this Earth is a gift. We weren't meant 
to be on this planet to just work, make money, and get by. We were meant to live. 
     We are also blessed with the individuals who make up our families, friends, and more. Please, do 
not forget about them. Do not take your loved ones for granted. They are there for you. They love 
you. 
     They could be gone tomorrow since it has the chance to not be in the cards. This goes for every-
one. With all the things going on, just take a moment to thank them, hug them, kiss them, and be 
with them. 
     Life is way too short! 


