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~Christmas Season Series ~ 

One Worship 

At 9:00am 

“Angels Among Us” 

Sundays, December 3, 10, 17, 24, 31, 2017 

One Worship at 9:00 am 

Sunday School Following Worship 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Eve Quiet Communion    6:00 pm 

Christmas Eve Worship Service 7:00 pm 

Merry  

Christmas 

Faith United  

Methodist Church 

Pastor Mick Dawes 

mdawes@susumc.org 

133 Main Street 

Woodbury PA 16695 

814-766-3742 

Church Office 

faithumcwoodbury@centurylink.net 

Office Hours: 

Monday—Friday 

9:00am—Noon 

Christmas Season Series 

One Worship Service—9:00 am 

Sunday School following worship 

(Nursery available) 

Fellowship Time before   

Sunday School 

FAITH HAPPENINGS 
12/08 “Kidz Time”        6:00pm 

12/14 Book Club                    7:00pm 

12/17  “Faith Matters” Deadline 

12/24 Quiet Communion       6:00pm 

12/24  Christmas Eve Service      7:00pm 

01/01 New Year’s Day 

01/13 Faith Board Retreat       8:00am 

Every Sunday: 

Salt & Light Youth Group         6:00pm 

Every Monday: 

Men’s Group/Bible Study          7:00pm 

Every Tuesday: 

Prayer Circle            7:00pm 
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Feathers Appear When Angels Are Near 
From a Shoebox to The Greatest Journey 

     Faith Church has 87 shoeboxes that are making The Greatest Journey 

and into the hands of children somewhere in the more than 100 countries.   

     After receiving a shoebox gift, children have the opportunity to enroll in 

The Greatest Journey, a dynamic, Bible student course guiding them 

through what it means to faithfully follow Christ.  This course developed by 

Samaritan’s Purse and the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association teaches boys 

and girls how to know Christ, grow in their faith, and share this Good News with 

others. Teachers are trained to engage their classes in child-friendly ways, including colorful Bible 

stories and Scripture memorization. As a result of The Greatest Journey, families are reached, 

churches grow, new churches are started, and communities are transformed.  

Shoebox  
distribution 
in  
Nepal 

Shoeboxes traveling 

by camel in Namibia 

The Greatest Journey in Zambia 

The Faith Board Wants Your Input 
The 2018 Faith Board has been set by the Charge Conference and will be having a planning retreat 
on January 13, 2018. They will be setting some goals for the coming year as we live into our mission 
and vision of making disciples of Jesus Christ by providing ways for people to come to faith in 
Christ, to grow in their faith in Christ, and share their faith in Christ. The Board would like your  
input. Please share your visions, dreams, ideas – what you would like to see happen at and through 
Faith Church – with one of the Board members between now and January 13th. Please put them in 
writing so they will not be forgotten. All ideas are good ideas, but all may not be used. 

The Board members are: Neil Hinish (Chairperson), Gene Davis, Steve Lytle, Beth Morgret,        

Seth Davis, Jesse Gutshall, Yvonne Bowser, Donna Dries, Jeff Mellott, and Julie Russell. 

     When we read closely through the story of Jesus’ birth, we meet many characters who had 

cause to feel afraid due to the circumstances they faced and the cultural context of the time. But 

angels came to visit them, and the message they brought was “Do not be afraid.” In our modern 

day and age, sometimes we need to hear exactly the same message. This season, we encourage one 

another to “fly in the face of fear,” claiming hope, peace, joy, love, and life, for the world.  

     Have you ever had a moment in your life after which you knew nothing would ever be the 

same?  In the midst of great change, hope is always a welcome thing.  Advent can remind us that 

God makes us ready for whatever unknown may come our way and calls us to be messengers of 

#morehope in an ever-changing world. 

     Have you ever struggled with finding your purpose and being at peace with it?  Or are you 

yearning for more peace in your life and relationships?  #morepeace in the world happens when 

all of us feel #morepeace within ourselves and live out that message each day. 

     Every angel seems to use “do not be afraid” as an opening line.  But perhaps no one needed to 

hear it more than Joseph.  What was happening to him was the stuff that ruins lives.  As a man, he 

had all the rights to abandon Mary and preserve his dignity.  The stakes were high—who would 

believe this?  Keeping up “appearances” can rob us of our #morejoy.  Let us be messengers of    

encouragement and steadfast support, as Joseph was, for that which the Spirit is birthing in the 

world. 

     Most of us look for a great big obvious clue about God’s presence, but instead the angel says 

that a baby . . . a newborn helpless baby in a feeding trough was it—the sign.  The message was 

that #morelove is found where you least expect it and perhaps is already there residing in the    

ordinariness of your life. 

     Have you ever ask yourself how you might usher in #morelife in the face of that which feels   

destructive?  One last time in this Advent series we hear the message #DoNotBeAfraid to get up 

and go—leaving those things that weigh us down and moving into the new year with new life. 

“There are Angels Among Us” 

Faith’s New Website: faithumcwoodbury.org - check us out. Our facebook pages are:  
Faith Church Woodbury – one is a closed group for Faith members and the other is a 
public page for everyone.   Make sure to share the public page! 

Thank you Jesus! 



A Thought from the Pastor . . . 
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Pexels.com 

Communities of plain faith people throughout the historic Midwest are the settings for nine sweet 

romances that come to light at Christmastime.  Enjoy a simple Christmas, sweetened by love, as four 

romances develop among the Ohio River Valley Quakers of the 1800s.  Two Mennonite couples face 

influences from outside their old traditions.  Two Amish couples from the early 1900s are affected by 

world events.  And in an Amana community, childhood sweethearts are reunited. 

Book Club will be held at Faith United Methodist Church (Alpha/Omega room). 
Participants will be responsible for obtaining their book copy.  Donna will have copies available  

or you can check the library, e-books, or a book store.   
If you have any questions, please call Donna Dries at 766-2378. 

Join us for fun, fellowship, & thought provoking stories. 

Susquehanna Annual Conference 
The Susquehanna Annual Conference, Better Together…One with Christ, will be held at the Hershey 

Lodge and Convention Center May 31-June 2, 2018. If you would like to serve as a Lay Member At 

Large, please contact Pastor Mick.  

     I made a mistake. A mistake that I can’t correct. A mistake that I can’t make right. A mistake that I 

can’t say “I’m sorry” for or ask forgiveness for. There’s nothing I can do about the mistake I made. 

     I was in the Dollar General store the other evening. I was standing near the door, fighting the 

temptation to buy a bag of chips to munch on while watching the baseball playoff game that night. A 

man walked in the store and said he was trying to get to Interstate 81. I said, “Go up 36 and that will 

hit 99 and that will take you to 81. I go that way all the time to Williamsport.” He thanked me and 

left, and I continued to shop, picking up a bag of almonds instead of chips. As I was standing in the 

checkout line, I went through the directions I gave the man in my mind and realized I made a mis-

take. I gave him directions to Interstate 80, not 81. He was long gone by that time, and I couldn’t fix 

my mistake. I can only hope that it did not cause too much frustration or any harm. 

     That’s the way it is with our sin. We can’t fix it or correct it or make it right. Our sin separates us 

from God and there’s nothing we can do about it. But fortunately, God has done something about it. 

God sent His son Jesus into the world, to take the punishment for our sin, offer us forgiveness, and 

to restore our relationship with God. We can say “I’m sorry” to God and ask for forgiveness, and we 

receive it. That’s what’s so wonderful and so amazing about God. God loves us so much that God 

doesn’t want to be separated from us. So God forgives us. God frees us from our sin. And even more, 

God gives us the Holy Spirit to help us stay away from sin and make the right choices. 

     Now, Interstate 80 does intersect with Interstate 81, so maybe the man did eventually get to 

where he was going, but I don’t know where he was going. I may have sent him hundreds of miles 

out of his way. Maybe someday I’ll meet him in heaven and be able to apologize for my mistake. In 

the meantime, I’ll just have to ask God to forgive me, and go on with the joy of knowing that God has. 

Just a thought, 

~ Pastor Mick 

Book Club 
Thursday, December 14, 2017 

7:00 PM 

“A Plain and Sweet Christmas  
Romance Collection” 

by nine featured authors 
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Salt & Light Youth Visit 
Shriner’s Hospital 

Story & photos—Marlene Reed 

Kites hanging from the  
ceiling of the Atrium  

      On Monday, October 9, 2017, the Salt and Light Youth Group, operating out of Faith United 

Methodist Church in Woodbury, PA, travelled to Shriner’s Hospital in Philadelphia in order to 

tour the hospital and perform for the patients. Fourteen students and five chaperones were in 

attendance. Brook Troutman, a junior at Northern Bedford High School, played and sang a 

medley of songs on his guitar, followed by the group, comprised of both Northern Bedford and 

Central Middle and High School students, who played band stand tunes from Friday night foot-

ball game halftime shows.  Logan Greeley and Jay Reed, both members of Altoona’s DeMolay, 

were in attendance. 

     This was Salt and Light’s first visit to the hospital. The group plans to travel to the hospital tri

-annually. Visits are meant to entertain and inspire the patients of the hospital. But, as is usually 

the case with such endeavors, the Salt and Light group finds that they were 

equally, if not more, inspired. 

Brook Troutman 

Salt & Light Youth Group at 

Philadelphia  

Shriner’s Hospital. 


